A few notes about Joseph’s Egypt


When Joseph arrived in Egypt as a slave there had been a form of government there for over 2000 years. He often saw the Great Pyramid which was already old.  There were two and a half million stone blocks making up the pyramid and some of them weighed 300,000 pounds. In addition to this engineering marvel, archaeologists have discovered that the Egyptians used networks of copper sewer pipe for collecting water and disposing of sewage.


Both men and women of the nation were enthused about personal grooming and appearance. Both sexes wore all types of makeup. Rouge, lipstick, nail polish, and extensive eye make-up were common among the upper classes.  The fragrance of perfume and incense filled homes. Men shaved their faces and wore heavy wigs as status symbols to impress their neighbors. One man's tomb indicates that importance that these items carried in the kingdom. He was "overseer of the Cosmetic Box, Overseer of the Cosmetic Pencil, Sandal-Bearer of the King..."


Women in Egyptian society enjoyed an unusually high position when compared to most other cultures of the time. Divorce was somewhat rare but when it occurred for any reason other than adultery, the husband was required to turn over a substantial part of the family property to the ex-wife. Women moved freely in the realm of industry and trade, and could pass property on to their children through a will as early as 3000 B.C. (Over a thousand years before Joseph) 

A postal system connected Egyptians throughout the nation. Doctors performed surgeries on their patients, although much of what they believed is incorrect and primitive by today's standards.  Mathematics in Egypt was advanced, but an Egyptian had to write twenty-seven signs to represent 999, and had no zero.


Egypt's court system was firm. The penalty for perjury was death. 



What would have happened if Potiphar had pursued a complete prosecution of Joseph for the supposed attack on his wife?  According to ancient Egyptian law Joseph's punishment for attempted rape should have been 1000 lashes, usually result​ing in death. Successful rape was punished more severely. Poti​phar's judgment that Joseph be thrown into prison was a very light sentence.
